had been at the P.O. (as he would have liked to be in 1905). No
one will ever believe that J.M. had a Palmerstonian touch in his
forefinger. But he had. More like Elizabeth than 'Gentle Annie'.*
C.B.*s diagnosis was wrong."

From 1903 Esher and Fisher were, as already stated, closely
associated on the War Office Reform committee, and it was perhaps
natural that Spender, writing in 1927, should say of a meeting
twenty-three years earlier: "Esher, I think, it was, who passed
me on to 'Jackie' Fisher." As a matter of fact it was not Esher, as a
letter from Fisher, to be quoted in a moment, shows, nor was the
year, as Spender suggests elsewhere, 1903 but 1904. In this latter
year Sir John Fisher, who had entered the Navy as a midshipman
precisely fifty years earlier, took office at the Admiralty as First
Sea Lord. There he remained till he retired under the age-limit in
1910, but in 1914, when a discreditable public clamour drove
Prince Louis of Battenberg from the post of First Sea Lord owing
to his German relationships, Fisher was called back by Winston
Churchill, who was then First Lord, for a pregnant seven months,
till he resigned in a characteristically dramatic way over disagree-
ments about the Dardanelles operations.

Spender's first contact with Fisher was of the latter's seeking. A
letter of 25th September 1904, from Carlsbad, in the Admiral's
immense handwriting runs:

DEAR MR. SPENDER,

Providence is always very kind to me! I have long wanted
to get your ear, and yesterday Haldane says you'll lend it to me!
I get back to London Oct. 20 and begin work as First Sea Lord
on Oct. 21. (Trafalgar Day). (I say to all my friends a good
fighting day to begin!) Some day after that I will write and ask
you when we can meet! I shall try and give you a good quarter
of an hour.

Yours,

J. A. FISHER.

From this subdued and formal missive (by comparison with the
writer's normal style) a great deal flowed. Before long Fisher's
letters were beginning "My beloved Spender" and ending "Yours
till charcoal sprouts1* or something similar. The flow lasted till
Fisher resigned in 1915 in drcuinstances which, as will be seen,
associated Spender rather closely with the event. It was no doubt
*What OB. baUtzalijr called Morley was **Priscilk*\
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